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Altmetrics and Books: Bookmetrix and Other Implementations by Donald T. Hawkins (Freelance Conference Blogger and Editor) <dthawkins@verizon.net> W e are beginning to see more frequent use of altmetric "donut badges" to measure the impact of scholarly journal articles, particularly in the STEM fields. By including data from social media platforms on numbers of downloads, readers, and even mentions in other publications, altmetrics are a significant enhancement of wellknown citation and impact counts.
Altmetric data for books and especially individual chapters is rare. But now a new groundbreaking service has appeared, and it is showing significant promise in measuring the impact of books and book chapters. Just over a year ago, Springer, a leading publisher of STEM books, formed a partnership with Altmetric (http://www.altmetric.com) to develop a platform to display title and chapter level metrics for its large book collection. The result, Bookmetrix, presents data on
• Citations, based on Digital Object Identifier (DOI) data from CrossRef (http://www.crossref.org), • Mentions, collected by Altmetric from blogs, tweets, and other social media data, • Readers, organized by country, from Mendeley (http://www. mendeley.com) data, • Reviews, collected by Springer from the literature, and • Downloads of Springer's eBooks. The Springer Bookmetrix platform is an important addition to scholarly book publishing. For the first time, an easy method of obtaining quantitative usage data measuring the impact of a book is readily available. Authors and readers can obtain a view of not only how a book is faring in the market, but for the first time, data on individual chapters is also available.
In a press release issued at the 2016 London Book Fair, Springer said that the Bookmetrix feature has been well received and has received over 750,000 pages views per month. Over 1,500 authors have tweeted about their Bookmetrics scores.
Below are some screenshots of the implementation of Bookmetrix on the Springer Website (see http://www.springer.com/us/ book/9783642248252).
These data are all freely available on Springer's Website, although that for many books is not as complete as the example shown here. The interface is well designed and easy to use and understand. Of course, the data are limited; at present only Springer's books are in the system, and readership data is limited to that by users of Mendeley.
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the basis for the University of Illinois Histories Project. Leetaru's research has focused on the use of big data and networks and their utility in prediction.
